AP Language and Composition

Summer Reading 2010
Ms. Greco (greco.t@deerparkschools.org)
As you commence your journey as an advanced reader and writer, it is essential that you recognize the process by which you have attained this placement.  Do you love to read?  Do you enjoy analyzing a text to discover unique and profound ideas?  Are you inspired by effective writing?  Are you a creative thinker?   Even if you have never asked yourself these questions before now, I am certain that your summer reading selections will lead you to discern authentic answers.  These texts were chosen so that you can acknowledge the roles you play in and out of the classroom: reader, writer, speaker, listener, thinker, observer, inventor... Through your exploration and evaluation of these texts, you should begin questioning the shape of your words and your world (zeugma)!
Part I: Read the three texts listed below.  Be prepared to discuss, analyze, and write about the concepts presented in each of these texts during the first week of class.
· 1984 by George Orwell
· Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
· *Woe Is I by Patricia T. O’Conner 
*It is strongly suggested that you purchase this text to use as a writing guide throughout the school year.
Part II: Read two of the texts from the list below.  For each text, keep a thorough log that answers and addresses the following questions and prompts:
1. What is the subject of this text?  Provide a brief synopsis.

2. What specific occasion prompted the writer to write this text?

3. Who is the writer’s target audience?  What clues reveal this to you as a reader?  Cite evidence to support your discussion.

4. What is the writer’s purpose?  What does he/she want his/her audience to know or do?  Be certain to use textual examples to support your discussion.

5. Who is the speaker?  Be precise and descriptive.

6. How would you describe the writer’s tone?  (Scholarly and skeptical?  Objective yet informal?  Passionate yet logical?  Formal yet defensive?  Pedantic and instructional?)  Use descriptive language, and find evidence to support your discussion.
7. What is your initial reaction to this text?  Do you agree or disagree with the writer’s ideas?  Why or why not?  Use evidence from the text to support your argument.

Be certain to answer each question in paragraph form and use correctly formatted parenthetical documentation.  Your reading log will be collected on September 17th, 2010.
· Berry, Wendell. Selected Essays or What Are People For?
· Birkerts, Sven. The Gutenberg Elegies
· Carson, Rachel. Silent Spring
· Dillard, Joan. Pilgrim at Tinker Creek
· Ehrenreich, Barbara. Nickel and Dimed
· Gladwell, Malcolm. The Tipping Point
· Gould, Stephan Jay. Ever Since Darwin, The Panda’s Thumb, or The Mismeasure of Man
· Hurston, Zora Neale. Dust Tracks on a Road

· Kincaid, Jamaica. A Small Place
· Mencken, H.L. In Defense of Women

· Orwell, George. Down and Out in Paris and London or The Road to Wigan Pier
· Pinker, Steven. The Blank Slate
· Rodriguez, Richard. Hunger of Memory or Days of Obligation
· Postman, Neil. Amusing Ourselves to Death or Technopoly

· Schlosser, Eric. Fast Food Nation
· Sontag, Susan. Regarding the Pain of Others

· Thomas, Lewis. The Lives of a Cell
· Tuchman, Barbara. The Guns of August or The March of Folly
· Weiner, Jonathan. The Beak of the Finch or Time, Love, Memory
· White, E.B. Essays
· Wilson, Edward O. On Human Nature or The Future of Life
