June 2010

Dear Incoming 10th Grade Honor Students and Parents/Guardians of 10th Grade Honor Students,

We are looking forward to meeting you all in September!  We know you will enjoy the diverse and challenging reading that we will do in the 10th Grade English Honors class, and with that in mind, the English Department has created a summer reading list to help you prepare for the year ahead.  This course is the one that precedes your entrance into Advanced Placement English classes, which are college level courses, so it is reasonable to expect you to read at least two books this summer for this course. One book is mandatory, while you may choose the second book from four other selections.
The required book is Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe.  We will be discussing and using this book for comparison/ contrast with many other books we read this summer and this year.  You may choose the second book from either:
Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt

Snow in August by Pete Hamill

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

We suggest that as you read these books, you take some notes about characters, conflicts, symbols etc. or mark sections of your books with “post its” on pages that you think are significant. We have attached a simple outline form that you can use as you read, but this is NOT an assignment and will not be collected.  It is just for your use if you think it will help you to remember aspects of the book in September when we will be writing an essay and completing some type of project based on your reading.
This summer reading list and outline for your use will be available on our eboards.   Please feel free to contact us via the school email if you have any questions.  Enjoy your summer and enjoy the opportunity to climb inside the hearts and minds of some very interesting characters in these books!

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Christine Murphy

Mrs. Lila Schmitt

English 10 Honors teachers

